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i-on the GOOD ko.vds c.trsE.
l-'ew gati'.eriitgs could deserve so

Bordlal a welcome from Klchmond ns

that whlch assomblca here thl8 morn¬

lng for this purpose of promotlng the

good roads cause ln Vlrglnjo. Tho

subject whlch these hundreds of pro-

gresslvo men have met to discuss la,
on the whole, tho most lmportant Just
now beforo tho Stato, atm we do not

forget the cotemporary gnthering
ln Norfolk, cither. No other slnglo
thlng. lt acems to us, could do so

much for tho upbuilding of Virginia
aa a marked and rapid lmprovcment
in her hlghway system. The body
meets, too, at an auspiclous moment.

The slumberlng aentlmenta of many

years seem to have wakened and bo-
sllrred themselvea all at once; and
popular lntereat has focused and fa8-
tened upon the roads questlon to a

degree hltherto unknown. The men

ln the Jefferson Audltorlum to-day
represent the hopea and asplratlons
of every nook and corner ot the whole

State.
There will be many thlnga for thla

conventlon to dlscusS. but tlie debate
wlU wax warmest about the questlon
of flnance. Not even the stoutest
Tory denlea that good roads are de-

slrable; but many wlU urge that tho
counties can't afford to have them.
The othor wlng will contend that tho
cuunlles can't afford not to havo
them. Thls, wo antlclpato, will bo
the crux of the whole dlscusslon: as

to whether even a tldy debt and
lilgher taxes are too big a p>lce to pay
lor lmmediate lmprovcnients of a pe-
cullarly frbitful klnd. We trust lliat
the delegatea will settle thls questlon
in tho way ln whlch o.lcrt men, proud
of their State and unboundedly con>

fldent of Its future, owe it to them-
eelves to settle lt.
The eyes of tho State are upon thls

body, ivliom lt ls Hichmond's pleasure
to recelve for Its deliberations. That
it may formulate plans whlch will
glve new and pormanent strength to
tlie movement for better roadways is
the devout wlsh and slncere expeeta-
tion of every Vlrglnian.

OPIUM ItEFOrtM,
Real reform can hardly fall to fol-

low from the lnternational opium con-

ference now ln sesslon at Shanghal,
though the dlstlngulshed delegates are

gathered to deal wlth a very difflcult
problem. Oplum has got uiihapplly
entwjned wlth the root of all evll:
Its curse haa been to rank as an lm¬

portant revenue producer. Even ln
thls country, wo heard the argument
the other day that oplum was worth
euch and such an amount a year at
the ports. England's attltude toward
the drug la notorlous. Tho unlovely
fact that the oplum trade brlngs in
fcome $4 5,000,000 of Indian revenues

fcnnually has hltherto blocked the way
to all reform. Rathor than forego
these moneysi. Engla,nd has been to
;*var. '.' .'"

Now, however, the prospect of radl-
cal linprovement seems very good.
Cliina herBelf la maklng herolc efforts
to curtall and flnally ellmlnate con-

sumption of thu drug ln tha omplre.
Brltish acqulsltlvenoss has ylelded to
publlc oplnlon, and Slr Edward Groy'a
pledgo that Hls Majesty's government
Would atand behlnd all Chlneso antl-
oplum lawa and co-operate wlth them
la already over a year old. France
and Japan are taklng restrlctive steps
to protect thelr own people, and the
Unlted States has Just proved Its owr

sincerlty by enacting a measure for-
hUldlny the Importatlon ot opium
Moreover, the lnternational conference
ln which Chlna, Great Brltaln, Krance
Japan, Germany, Hollnnd, Turkey am

the Unlted 6tates are represented, wai

calltd at tha lnstance of thls country
and an Amorlcan, Rt. Rev. Charles
Henry Brent, of the Protestant Epis
copal Church, ha8 been made perina
Iient chairman of lt. Thus to tlll
country belongs most of tho honor o

a movement whlch should do muc!
to stamp out a trade long recognlzei
us a dlsgrace to Occldental clvUlza
tion and a scourge to that of the Easl

IXOi«,'I£NCY ON THE STAGE.
That the Mayor should havo foun

lt neceasary to forbtd further produc
tlon of a play ut one of the loco
theatres ls unhappily slgiilflcant of th
trend of the tlmes: Few will draw th
conclusioa .from the Mayor'a actlo
that Richmond ls a prudieh town. Froi
all accounts this play fully earned th
ndjectives applled to lt and deserve
coinplcte suppresBlon. It has mad
trouble and brought protosln elsewher
riotubly in Plalnfield, N. J., where 1
production haa led to the uppolntmci
of an olflcial cominltteu of cltlzt
cerisbrs. Tho unfortunate thing la thi
thla drama i» hy no ineana in a cia
by Hself. lt ls siiiiply one of a lari
group of dellberutcly salaelous pla;
T.hli.-h have been much in evldence ili
Icason, and whloh are apparently wi

? uppui ted by tho publlc,
The ''jmmorallty ot the stago" la

lya'li-worn. phraso, -wiiich has doubtle

been nppllod moro odttimonly than the
fncta warranted. Cuatom allowa tho
novollat ahd the pfaywrlght a freo-
dom of thought and spoooh denled In
the drawlng-room, atfd tochnlcally "lm-
nioral" worlts may often bo hlghly
moral ln thelr toachlngs and effeota.
But no atretch of tho llcenae of art
could be mndo to covof thla modern
crop of indcoent and offensivo plnys,
whoso rolntlon to "nrt" ls ordlnarlly
mythlcal nnd whose only posslble eltect
is of a rlfiKradlng' sort. Yet tlieso
plnys grow In number nnd aro belng
nccepted, lf not eagerly, at least wlth
n rather alnrmlng equanlmlty. Why
should thls bo?
Thore is Brondwny, the incttnabula

of the Amerlcan dranm nnd the fashlon-
setter for nll the rcst of us. Two
yenrs ago It rcjecte,d "Snlome" ln a

tlne fiurry of vlrtuous indlgnatlon. Now
It goes regulnrly to see and hear it,
nnd only a few old fogles are com-

plnlning., In Phlladclphln, tho clergy-
men aro protestlng against the produc-
tlon of the degenerato opera thero on

tlie ground thnt lt "panders under tho
gttiso of high art to tho lowest pas-
slons of human nature." But Oscnr
Hnmmersteln, wlth metropqjltan snnc-

tlon bohlnd hlm, shnkcs hls head. "I
see no renson," says ho, "why I should
hood the protosts of Phtlndelphla
clorgymen whon those of New York
linve niado no objection." "The stagc
ls worse to-day," declared Archblshop
Farley ln a sermon last Sunday, "than
It wus in the days of pagnnlsm." And
we flnd the New York Evening Post
dcclnring: "There are at least four
plnys ln hltherto reputable thentres
so Indecent or deallng.with such dls-
gustlng themes that they would not
have been tolorated a fow years ago.'
There ls the situation, then, In thls

home of high drama: not mcrely publlc
ncceptance of lndecency on the stnge,
but a much more llberal ncceptance
than prevnlled a few years ngo. What
to do wlth a situation such as thls?
K'uppresslng nn occaslonal plny. wlth
lin.1 f a dozen others as bnd or worse

clncultlng the country, accompllshes
nothlng. Plnlnfleld's plnn of a censor's
ofllce has boen trled and found want-
ing. The idea Is repugnant to most peo¬
ple, and a censor's knack for maklng
hlmself rldlculous is virtually un-
lltnlted. There ls, in fact, no weapon
wlth whlch to flght publlc immoraltty
except public morallty. lndecency on

tlie stngro ennnot be rootcd out except
by decency in the audience. Managers
may be expected to go on turnlng out
salaclous plays ns long ns lax public
centlment makes it profltable for them
to do so.

DEI'OSIT GUARANTY AND POSTAL
SAV1NQS BA.MC9.

Of the two, would bankers general-
ly prefer a guoranty of deposlts law
or a postal savlngs bank law? Thelr
preferenccs in such a matter, whlle
not nt ali declslve, would be more or

loss instructlve. So far as the Bank¬
ers' Magazlno Is an authoritative
spokesman for them, they aeem to
lean decidedly toward the guaranty
plan, though doubtless many of tnem

,nre equally opposed to both. Thls
magazlne is warmly opposlng tlie pos¬
tal bank blll, whlle regardlng wlth
some evldencos of favor a guaranty
system under proper safeguards. Such
a system Is provided by a well-dlgest-
ed blll now before the Nebraska Legls-
lature, of whlch thls commontator
says:
Now, whatever valld objectlons thore

may be urged ngalnst the lnsuranoo
of deposlts, the encourageinent of
reckless banklng does not appear to
be one of them when the insurance
plan has been oarefully workcd out
ns it has been in the bill drawn by
Mr. Volpp. Reckless lendlng by the
Ijnnks and reckless borrowing at
high rates of interest are carefully
guarded ngalnpt. Indoed, lf a law of
tho above character were strlctly en-
forcud, thero would probably be but
llttle recourse to the protectlve fund
to meet the losaes of lnsolvent banks.
. . . At tho flrst slgn of anythTng
of that klnd niemberahlp ln the protec¬
tlve furid would bo forfelted and the
fact advertised.
This dlrectly meets tho commonest

avgument urged ngalnst tho guaranty
Idea, in the iust campalgn; namely,
that lt would father and sponsor wlld-
oat banking. As to postal banks, the
Republlcan' Congress sooms to be
doing llttle boyond maklng an evl-
dentlv; .perfunctory effort to redeem.a
platform pledge. Llttle enthuslasm
for the plnn has manifested itself, ao
far ns we have observod, ln Congress
or out. Meantlme, the guaranty plan:
seems to bo maklng conslderable
headway and wlnnlng a number of
now friends. Dispatches from Topeka
publlshed yesterday asserted that the
Kansas Leglslaturo will pcim a guar¬
anty law "In response to popular
clamor." Tho Springllold Republlcan
points out that guaranty measures
aro now bolng favorably considered
by a number of Weotern Leglsla-
tftres of both party complexlons. The
guuranty custom ls nocossarlly con-
taglous: whon one State establlshos
lt, banks ln border towna over the
line begln to suffer, and then the de-
niand rlses that they bo put on an

eejual footing, 'b'pon natlonal banks
tlie effect of guaranty leglalatlon ls
sorlouB; for, belng forblddon to take
part in the State plan, they loae de-
poslta heavlly to tha guaranteed
banks. ln Oklahoma many of them
have glven up thelr natlonal charters
ln order to opcrate under the State
law. .>

5 lt certalnly behoovea the ^peclal
correspondentg to who'op thlngs up a
ilttlo. Our prlvate reoorda ahow that
they have offered placea ln the Taft

b Cablnet to only 179 men thla week.

Despite the verdlct of tho rofereo
board, very few of the prudent mothers
ln old Virglnla nre now feedlng thelt
bubica on benzoiite of soda.

The country uliould always remember,
to hls honor, tho splendld quality ol

ls H. P. Hobson'a nlienco ln the premlsuB
11

it doesn't look llke a mlnorlty prl-
mary, any way.

Not every collector of the port has

\

the Unlted States Sonntc devoting three
aesslons a woek lo hlm, by any mcnns,

Very llkely thoso Tennonsoo gen-
tlomen Jtirora who dld not know that
Carmaok wns dead liavo never even
heard of Snlomo.

Also tho supply of atumps promlses
to bo fully oqunl to tho demantt.

Mr. Tnft, a morclful man, hns do-
oldod tipo'n an nutomobllo as hls por-
aonal rrioana of gettlng hlther nnd
anon. Tho 'dcclslon ought to mnko
hlm eolld wlth the horscs of the coun¬
try all rlght.
Tho special mossngo from the Whlte

House, as we view lt, omphnsizos tho
entento oordlalo between the wircless
system nnd the Shlp of State.

Tho Washlngton Hcrnld ls a good
deal perturbed hy a hcadllne whlch
says "Taft will lean on Knox." Plsli.
Thero mlght have been cause for alnrm
now lf It hnd sald thnt Tnft wns go¬
lng to slt on Knox.

We still stibmlt that Hon. Grove L.
Johnson nnd the other flerce ngltators
of the Paclflc coast liavo been very
rcmlss ln snylng nothlng whatever
about tho llttle brown sples.

Those closcd sesslons mny iiicnn that
the Senato ls prepnrlng to send some
llttle comlc token to tho Presldent on
February 14.

If the Rough Rldcr dfflclals get thelr
walklng papers on Mnrch 1, we supposothey'U puii off an inaugural bawl of
them.

Those who fall to bo selectod to
meniborshlp ln tho "best-looklng"
squad for Inaugurntion Day will hard-
ly ftiil to bear in mind that handsoiuels ns hnndsomo does.

3Ir. Mrredltti nnd tlie; Cnhlnct.
Slnco it wns announced that a South-

crner, whose Identlty would surpriscthe country, would be a member of '.he
Tnft Cablnet, surmlso hns been buaywith tho name of the Vlrginia lawyer,W. R. Meredlth, of Richmond, who be-
came prominent ln tho prestdentinl cam-
pnlgn as n "Taft Democrnt." Mr. Moro-
tllth emphntlcally cbntradlots the runior
that he has been offored a Cablnet
plnce, but It will be well to bear hlm In
mlnrl untll Mnrch 3..Springfleld Re¬
publlcan.

HOW ABOUT EX-PRESIDENTS?

Should Be Penalonetl Unthcr Tlian I.cft
to Sell Thelr Services.

Thero ls one partlcular in which the
nppropriatlon blll ls still gravely defec-
tive. It fails to provldo a penslon for
retlred Presldents.

It is beneath the dlgnlty of the rlch-
est country ln the world that a Grnnt
should be forced Into partnershlp with
a Ferdlnand Ward. that n Clevolnnd
should bo compelled to accept a salnry
from Thomns F. Ryan or thnt a Roose¬
velt should feel called upon to sell hls
services to a weekly perlodlcal one of
wIiosa stockholders is n member of tho
so-callcel Standard Oil crowd.
Thls ls not n questlon whlch relnte^s

morely to Mr. Roosevelt personally or
to any of hls suceessors. As a mat¬
ter of publlc pollcy a Presldcjrt\of ihe
Unlted States should bo free'aftor his
retlrement to avold all entangling al«
llanccs whatsoever. He cannot carn
hls own llving without necpssarily trad-
Ing on the roputatlon Of hls offlce.
A country that ls spendlng a billion

dollars a year on lts natlonal govern¬
ment can certninly nfford to pay a

pension of $25,000 to lts ex-Pr»sIdents,
when it has any..New York World.

'CQM1C VALKXTINRS GOING.

It I» t<> ne Hoped Thnt Unprrnclonn
Tokens Are Pnsslnjr Aivny.

We care not what it is that should be
credited with forefng tho passing of
comlc valentlnes; we are unquallfiedly
glad to know that thelr discontlnuancc
Is to be numbered among the many re-
forms of latter days In respect of whlch
it is sald we are to be permitted to re-
Jolce this year.
Whence came this ungracious and un-

worthy comlc valentine hablt we know
not, and whlther lt gocth ls n matter of
small conseeiuence. Let It be admltted
that the souvenlr postal card fad ls re¬
sponsible for the fall of tho other
thlngs Doubtless it was a potent fac-
tor in thls consummatlon but latcly so
devoutly to he wished, and' now an ac-
compllshod fact, if the dealers in
thlngs of the valentine persuasion may
bo belioved.
The comlc valentine la cmployed ex-

clualvcly, or approxlmately so, we
thlnk, for tho lnflictlon of crueltlos and
Insults, or the promulgatlon of sug-
gestive lnnundo. It is used by people
to say thlngs under cover they would
not dare suy npenly to thelr victim'a
face. The output displayed in the,past
hos been composed of tlie coarsest and
vulgarest of stuff. It has been design-
ed ontirely to stlng.not to make merry
or nmuse.
The original slgnificance of St. Val-

entlne's Day ls lost ln tho mlsts of an-
tlqulty. We have no tanglblo evldence,
lndeed, that any such person ever ex-
Isted ln thls world. But this we do
know.St. Valentlno's Day was a day
sacred to sentlment, aweetness, gra-
clousness, and klndness long beforo it
was used as a cloak for lgnoblo thinga;
and the lator use of it has Bervod only
to mar lmmeasurably its earlier mean-
Ing. To dlBtort it to the use of so-call-
ed comlc vale;itines was well in Une
wlth, lf not so reprehenslble as, tho
dlstortlon of Christmas from its an-
clent sublimo and beautiful import to
a time of carouslng, dobauchery and
mlsconduct, as It iias been ln muny
parts of the country..Washlngton Her-
ald.

THE AMERIOAN MULE,
Anchorcd Deep in the Pursca of Hla

Ovrncrs,
Tha Amerlcan mulo may be "with¬

out prlde of ancestry," etc, but it has
at leaat the prlde of purso. Of all our
dome^tlc anlmals it commands tlie
higlrfest nuirkut price. Tlie averago
price for inules in 1B09, ns we learn
from tho crop reporting bonrd of tho
Department of Agrlculturo, is $107.81,
UB ngainst $95.64 for tho horse, $32.36for tho mllch cow, $17.49 for the "boef
critter," $3.48 for tha sheep and S6.55
for the swlno. Swap your mule and
you havo a rlght to domand ln ex-
change thlrty sheep, or seventeen plgs,
or slx ateors, or threo cows, a pig nnd
a sheep; or ono horse, n plg ttnd "a
sheep.
There are 4,058,000 mules in the

country, valucd at $437,082,000; 20,840,-
000 horscs, valued at $1,97-1,052,000;21,720,000 mllch oows, valued at $702,-
916,000; 49,379,000 othor cattle, valued
at $863,754,000; 66,084,000 sheep, valued
ut $102,632,000, and 54,147,000 swine,valued at $339,030,000. These flguroa
seem to show, on an averngo, Bomo-thlng moro than a horso and a cowfor overy family,in tiio country, sorne-tlilng more than two steers, and nenrlvthreo sheiep and three plgs, whlle onofamlly ln every live supporta tholuxury of a mule. Thls repreaenta n
total live stock wealth of $4,525,259,000
or a trlflo moro than the valua last
year of our natlonal bank deposlts.-.New York Mall.

Ilrltlsh Foreata.
Amorlca la not alone ln havlng mod-

ern forestry problema to decidq. A
royal comnilsslon has just roported ii
plan for the afforcstatlon of the Brit-
Ish islanda whlch ls' provoklng nni-
inated debate, Tha commjsslou was toe
much lmprosHBd hy the Importanoe oi
the project to bo dnunlod by the out-
lay and rocommonded a 6chomo Invoiv^
Ing an expenditure of $2,250,000,0i)0
sproael ovor a porlod of oighty yoars
Thelr plan liaa alroady called fortl
voheinont eleniinciatton ns dangeroui
and f-oplnllsUei, und whlle there ls n<
Immeflinte proapect of actlon along the
Unoa indlcatcd by tho comnilsslon, theii
very lnagnilude is a slgn of an lncreiis
ing recognltion of the importance of tln
uueation^.Phlladelphltt l'ublio Ledgar

Borrowed Jingles
OlSTTINO BXl*151ttEN0B,

You iieo an npplo large and itrr>w,
Your nppntlto la young and koeti.
Yiui double up ncroHs llu< fcnce
And ao you got esppilence.
A mllrt-eycd cnw wlth cont nf allk
Wrong-aldod you oaany lo mlllc.
Sho shorka you by her vlolencc,
Bul «o you galn nxpoilonco,
IU durahlllty to teat, ,

Vou poko Into n hornel'a nnst.
You llnd tho pnln la inoat Intenae,
Stlll you hnvo gnlnod oxpcrlonoo,
You'ro Injured; whllo your wmmd la'raw
You snek a 'bnlin ln enuran of lliw,
And when yim'vo rlgtiruil tlie nxpuni*
Vou'vo galncd a large cxporlonce.
You see no rennon you nhould mlaa
Your menatire of connublnl h'llas.
You mnrry, ahd you havo Inmienae,
Profound nnd aad expcrlcnco.
Ri each experlment will glve
You nowcr Itnowledgn whllo you llve.
It'a wondorful what llttle nonae
Ono loarna from auch oxperlence.

.Chiengo Dally Newa.

MEKET/y; JOKENG.

Glving Hlm Work.
Pollccmon (to loltcrerl: "Now, then.

whal aro you dolng hore?"
IjOlterer: "Whnt aro you a-rtolng here?"
Pollcetnan: "Can't you see? I'ra dolng

my duty,"
Eolteror: "An" can't/*ou **£ l'tn n-mnkln'

the duty for you to ddV".Phllailclphlii ln-
qulrer.
Ilnmc Mlaslnna. '

Mothnr: "Tommy, are you tcachlng tho
pnrrot to awear?"
Tommy: "No, inothcr; l'm Juat telllng

It what lt mustn't aay.".Harpor'a Wookly.

Ifopc.
Ihe prlsonor waa downcnat,
"Choor up," sald hla lawyer. "1've got

a Jury of twelvo men too stupld to flnd out
that you're gullty."

Naturally tho cllont took a more hopeful
vlejr..Phlladelphla Lcdger.vlejr..Ph
Mfin'H Wnoy.
"Ho vowed ho would lovo me alwaya, no

matter what happened."
"Well?"
"And got mad flvo mlnutes later becauso

I had a pln ln my belt.".Plttsburg Poat.

Correct.
She: "How could you toll pnpa that you

were up every mornlng In tlme to aeo tho
sun rlso when you don't got up tlll D?"
Ho: "That'a all rlght. Tho sun rlsoa un-

tll noon,'docan't lt.".Bo3ton Tranacrlpt.

Hls Last.
"Havo you aeen Barltor tately. He'a on

hla InBt lega."
"No. Are they aa bowed aa hla flret

ones?".Llpplncott'a.

l'ERTINENT POINTS.

P RESIDENT ROOSKVEI.T la to apcak at
n Gorman unlveralty oa hls roturn from
Afrlco. A loarned dlacourae wTltten

ln a troplcal Junglo ought to thrlll the cdu-
otitlonal llons..Chlcago Newa.

Mr. Taft has leant upon the foundatlons
of the Qatun dam, and they aro reported
as eafe. It was the flnnl tost..Loulavilla
Courler-Journal.

* . .

A pall of wator oxploded In Plymouth.
Mich., dolng consldernble damage. The
dry counties will vlew thls Incldcnt wlth
alurm..Clovcland Londer.

* * *

Now that Japan has nrranged to talco n

census, Callfornla standa ready to mako up
any shortagc..Buffalo Newa.

It may becomo necirisnry to put a couplo
of those Paclflc States In tha refrlgerator
end glve them a chanco !>j cool off..Phlla¬
delphla I'ress.

What ls the matter wlth gettlng tha
Kalsor to arbltrato between Nevadu and
Japan.? He la^not busy..Loulavilla Cou¬
rler-Journal.

PERSONAL AND GENERAL.

Indla's cotton crop thla scason is 1D per
cent. grcater than tliat of laat year.
Chlcago shows a natural lncrease of 5,000

children of school ago every year.
Chlnese farmors foresee approachlng

storms by observing the actlona of blrda
and lnaecta.
Durlng the laat fiscal year over 1,500

Chlnese entered Canada, poytng $746,000 In
poli-tax.
The annual crop' of whent ln recent yeara

averages (170,000,000 buahels ln the Unlted
States.
An $8,000,000 loan has been lssued at Parls

by Brazll for tha purpos© of enlarglng tho
pcrt of rcrnambuco.
Fivo mllllon ls to ba spent to devolop a

water-power 1G5 mlles from Butte, llont.
Tho electric power will bo uaed ln the mlnes
near Butte.
Because of the degree of excellonce and

efflclency attalned ln tho constructlon of
gasolene onglnes the use of Isolafed electric
planls Is extendlng.
A recent Fronch Inventlon ls a yarn

humldlfler. The yarns pass through a Bwlft-
ly revolvlng tubo ln whlch there ls water,
nnd by centrifugal force thls cohimn of
wator formB a collar around tho yarn.
The Malne Cenfral Kallroad ls trylng out

new electric hendlighlsi. Tha currcnt ls
Buppllod ^from a small steom turblne-drlven
genorator mounted on the top of the boller.
Klng Wllllam of Wurtemberg has Just

cor.ferred upon Mme. SIgrld Arnoldson tho
klngdom's gold medal of arts and llterature

bo worn wlth tho rlbbon of the Order
Fredorlck. Thls ls one of the hlghest and
rarest marka ot dlstlnctlon.
Accordlng to a report recelved ln Roma

from Edmund Bllllngs, ropresentlng tho
Mossachusctts Rellef Commlttee, Mlsa
Katherlne B. Davla, of Mount Klaco,,N. Y.,
Is dolng good work ln rellevlng the necea-
sitlea of the Itallan earthquake sufferers.
One of tho least known women In Now

York ls Mra. Davld Warfleld. Sho ls as re-
tlrlng aa ls hor ellstlnguished husband, and
ls closoly ln to-uch wlth hlm. Sha was Miss
Mary Bradt, a San Franolaco bolla, and ls
oxtromely glrllsh ln appoarance. She ls an
er.thualaatlo oollector of Orlental rugs and ls
an auth^rlty on the subject.

DESERTION STAT18TICS.

New York Husbiinua Seem Prone to
Cut nnd Ruui

Some curious statlstlca oome out of
the prellminary report of tho commis-
Bion on courts of Inferior crimlnal
Jurisdlctlon. "lt haa been estlmated,"
says thls report, "that there wero as
hlgh as 25,000 cases of abandonment
and non-support of wlves by husbands
arislng ln the boroughs of Manhattan
and tho Bronx in the year 1908, and
upward ot C,000 such casea arlsing ln
the borough of Brooklyn."
These ligures do not seem bellevablo.

Is lt possililo that 31,000 husbands left
thelr wlves and^scuttled from thelr
famlly obllgatlons ln thla clty last
year? If lt ls, then that questlon ls
far moro nolgnant than the more or
less rolated questlon of dlvorce. From
the recont government bulletln glvlng
statlstlca of marrlage and dlvorce. we
loarn that ln tho entlro State of New
York, for tho twonty years between
18S7 nnd 190C, lncluslve, there wero
granted 29,125 dlvorces, In other
worda, 2,000 more famllles were sepa-
rated by tho husbnnd'a act ln a atngle
yoar ln thls clty than were separated
by tho law ln twenty yeara in thls
clty plu8 the reat of the State. There
were 87,499 marrlageB ln the clty last
yoar, or not 6,000 more than the num¬
ber of deserttons.
The pllght of the deserted calla for

tho wlsdom as well as tho benevolonce
of soclety, for lt is agroed by soclolo-
glsts that tho ltnowledge that hls wlfe
und famlly wlU bo taken care of by
the communlty, perhapa even bettor
than ho can do it hlmaelf, leads many
a dlseouragert workor to dlsappear..
New York Evenlng Mail.

ClIKAP COI.ONIST TIOK1STS
V1A NORKOIilC ANU WKSTERN IIV.

Only $48.76 to prlnclpal pointa in
Californhv. Washlngton, Montana, Brlt-
tsli Columhla and other States and
provlnrea ln tho West and Northwest
On sale February 28th to'Aprll 39, 1909.
Call on or wrlto. to C. II. BOSLEY, »
P. A., S38 Eaat Maln Street, Richmond
Va.

TheCourts
oj[Ji,urope

By La Marquise de Fontenoy.

IIIMorle C'urner-Stonc.
SOME bulldlng operatlons In coVnoe-tlort wlth structurnl chunges ln

progrosH ln tho lower rcglons of
the London resldonce of tho

I'rlnca nnd PrlnccBs of Walos h'avri
hrotight to llglit tho, cornor or foun-
tlntlon stono of tho bulldlng. It bears
tho duto of 1709, and an Inscrlptlon
lo tho effect that "Thla atono waa lald
hy Sarah, Duuheas of Marlborough".
that Is to aay, tho maaterful wifo of
tho llrst duko, who ls on hislorio ro-
cord ns havlng bulllod and actually
tcrrorlzod not only hor luisband, the
victor of Blenlieim, but also her Bove-
rolgn, tho weak and foollsh Queen
Anne. During a portlon of tho lattor's
rolgn ttio ducheus hnd a sulto of roonia

adjolnlng those of tho Queen in St.
¦inmos's Palncf. But when her hus-
bantl bucame so celebratod as a general
she Inslsted on havlng a house of hor
own, though within tho procincts at
the pfiinc". So aho compelled Queen
Anne to surrendor to her a portlon ot
the St. Jaines's Palaco grounds.that
portfon thercof whlch had been tho
fnvorlto haunt of Charlus 11. and of hls
brother, Klng James. Havlng secured
tho covcted alte, slio razed the line old
trocB to the ground, toro up tho royal
oak whlch Churies II. had ralscd from
an ucorn of thu troc whlch hnd shel-
tered hlm from Cromwell's pursulng
BOldlers at Boscohel, and butlt Marl¬
borough House nccordlng to deslgns of
.Slr Christophor Wrun. Tho house, or
rnther palace, remalned In tho pos-
sesslon of they^>ukes of Metrlborough
for a llttle oVer 200 years.that la to
say, until the death of the fourth
duke, in 1S17.when it was bought by
tho crown ns a sultable resldence for
Prlncess Cliarlotte, daughter of the
prlnce regent, on her marriage to
Leopold of Coburg. Subsequent to hor
demlse at Claremont. Leopold llved
tliere untll hls electlon to tho throne
of Bolgium, in 1830; and, after remaln-
Ing unoccupied for a few years, It was
sottled aa a dower Iiouro on Queen
Adulnide, and waa occupled by hor aa
such until her doath, in 1819. Queen
Victorla and tho prlnco consort then
docidod that Marlborough hemse should
iiecoine tlio London residence of their
son, tho then Prlnce of Wnlos, when
lie attalncd hls majority, and ineuu-
Wllllo tho bulldlng was used aa a
muKcum of art. 4n fact, the collcc-
tions then formed and housed there
were the nucleus of what has slnco
doveloped Into the great Museum of
Science and Art Applleel to Industry,
In South Kenslngton. A year or ao
before the prlnco consort's death the
collections wero transferrod to South
Kensington, and the house was put ln
ordor for the use of tho Prlnce of
Walcs. And it was only then that, by
more chanco, the discovery was mudo
that beneath a number e>f layers of
canvas, paint and wall-paper tho walls
of the grand stalrcaso anel of the
grand salon were adorned with superbfrescoes by Louis Laguerro, reprosent-
Ing all the flrst Duke of Marlborough's
battles and sleges. Marlborough Houso
Is a largo bulldlug, but lt ls none too
rooiny for the household of the Prlnce
and Prlncess of Wales, whlch numbbrs
considerably over a hundred people.

Last month I prlnted in those letters
a paragraph declurlng that no one to-
day posse-sses any rlght to the title of
Mnrquis or Comte de Lafayette. I
admjtted that there were qulte a large
number of descendants from the fa-
mous General de Lafayette in tho fc-
maio line, but called attention to the
fact that the male line as well as hln
nohlliary honors huel become extlnct
Wlth the eloiitli of hla grandson, Mar-
quis Edmond de Lafayette, without ls¬
sue, slnce the establishmeot of- tne
present republlc.
Recently I have recelved q. communl-cation from a "Comte" do Lafayette,

now reslellng |n New, York, who takes
cxceptlon to my statements. He claitns
to be the grandson of Mme. Adolphu
Cerier, eldest slster of the Marquls
Edmond de Lafayette. Thls I do not
for one mometit deny. Ho likewlse as-
.serts that lie obtained the authorlza-
tlpn to ussume tlie hlBtorlc name of
Dp Lafayette In addltlon to hls own
more plebelan patronymlc. So far as
any mere name Is concerned, thero ls
just as llttle dlfliculty about assuming
it in France as In England or tho
I'nlted States, provided certaln formal-
Ities aro observod. But whnt I do con-
tend nnd inainUuu Is that there ls to-
day no authentic Marquls or Count do
Lafayette, and that tho assumption of
any such tltle is unwarranted. The
law of February, 1821, whlch remalns
in forco to this day, declares that
"titles of nohillty can descond onlyin tho male line direct," and, thore-
fore, not through the dlstaff sldo of
the house. True, King Charles X. of
France, Kang Louis Phillppe, and after
hlm Nnpoleon III., in a few instances,
as a specinl act of grace, granted pat-ents revlvlng titles that would other-
wlse have bocome extlnct In the per¬
son of the sons-in-law and the sisters'
sons of the last holders. But no such
concesslon was made in the case of the
descendants of General de Lafayetteduring the relgns of Napoleon III. or
of the two Kings of France abovo
mentioned, as both tho Marquis Ed¬
mond de Lafayetto and hls brother,Oscar, were still allvo; and thore is no
record of tho government of the re¬
publlc havlng slnco thelr demlse cre-
ated afresh or revlved tho dlgnities
of Marqui3 and Count de Lafayette for
tho boneilt of their slster's grandsons.
The present republlc has not alone de-
cllned to creato or to revlve anyFrench titles, but even to sanctlon the
use of those conferred upon French-
men by foreign governmonts. It there-
fore follows that tliere can be to-day
no bona flde. Marquls or Count of
Lafayetto ln oxlstenco, and I may add
that these dignltles aro not to be
found on tho roster of any reputableclub ln Franco, nor ln any of the stand¬
ard works of reforonce doallng wlth
the French nobllity and enumeratingits members.
The "Comto" de Lafayette h\ hls

letter pleads by way of justinoation
of hls tltle that when the Unlted Btates
government wlshed to secure the pros-
ence of tho descendants of General do
Lafayette at the unveiling of tho
Rochamboau statue at Waahington it
invlted hlm and his oldor brother as
Marquls and Count de Lafayette. If
that is so, then the Unlted Statea gov¬ernment made a mlstake; and lt ls
certalnly somewhat far-fotched thr a
sol-disant Fronch count to baso the
exlstence of his tltle on an error of
a foreign and republlcan government
as the Unlted States, which cannot bo
expected to know much about ques-tlons and laws rolatlng to tho French
arlstocracy.

In view of the dlscusslon now in
progress on both sldes of the Atlantlc
on the subject of klsslng the BIble ln
court in order to render tho oath of
a wltness blnding, it may- be men¬
tioned that tha Encyclopedla of Eng-
hsh Laws ls all wrong in deolaring
the practlco tp bo "of comparatlvely
modorn orlgln.
Klsslng tho book must have been a

famlllar practlco in Shakospeare's day,
for ln "The Tempest" there ls more
than one Jocular referenco thereto.
"Swoar by thla bottle how thou camest
hlther," aays Stephano to Trinculo.
"Swam ashore, man, llke a duck; I
can swlm Uke a duck, 1*11 be sworn,"
repiias Trinculo, "Here, klss the
book," oxclaims Stephano, It is fur-
ther on record that inS1407 "Master
Wllllam Thorpo," a prlefet, .was trlod
for heresy before the Archblshop of
Canterbury, and tho account of the
proceedlngs .contains the followlng ref¬
oronce to "the neoessity of klsslng the
Blble to render the oath bindlng: "He
tluvt chargeth hlm to lay hls hand
thus upon tha Book, touchlpg lt and
swearlng by lt, and kyssing It, proro-
islng in this foi'in to do thls thlng,
will say and wlthess that ho that
touohetii thus a book and. klsseth lt
hath Bworri upon that liook."
(Copyrlght, 1009, by the Brentwood

Company.)

STATE PRESS
Itiito Mtlgnlloii.
After havlng nnked tho Supromo Court of

Appoala of Virginia, ln aecordance wlth thu
oplnlon of tho Federnl Huprerao Court, to
considar tho falrneas nf tho 2-aent rato
flxed by the Stnte Corporation Commtaalon
In 1907, aevnrnl of tho rallronda affnoted
havo dono the aenslble thlng on being told
that tho tlme for appcal to the Stato court
la paet, They have formally requosted tha
Corporation Commtaalon to henr thelr caae
ngnln and glva them a hlghor minimum
rato If Ihey con ahow, as they say they
can, that tlie preacnt rote la n loalng ono,
All the rullroada ought to Joln In thla petl-
tton. There la no roaaon to thlnk that lt
will not racelvo a fatr hearlng. Tha
rallronda mlght Wmg ago hava got tho rellof
thoy ara nuw aooklng If thoy had onrrled
thelr cnao orlglnally to the Btata Suprema
Court of Appeala,.Norfolk I.andmark,

Crum.
Crum may ba competont and may have

made a good and afflclont offtcer, but have
tho people of Charloalon no rlghta In tha
matter? What would charleaton ba worth
to the government aa a port of entry If It
wero not for tho whltea who Inhablt It, who
wn the property, who enrry on tho bualneas
of tho clty nnd purchose the goods that on-
toi tho barbor? It is a plece of arrogant
tyranny for tho Presldent to put over them
a colloctor who Is objectlonnble. Ho has
tlK- powor, but ha haa not tho moral rlght
to trent thelr Inatlnota nnd tradltlons wlth
contempt. Tho Senate should refusa to up-hold hlm ln auch n course.

If tho I'realdont la deiarmined to glve
Crum an appolntment let hlm aend hlm to
Pltlsburg..Newport Nowa Timea-Herald.
Tarlff Reform.

Indlcatlona ara that tho declaTatlon In
the Bepirbllcan national platform In favor
of tarlf? rovlolon Is golng to be llborally
construod In tho blll expected to be passed
by the coming aeaalon of Congroai.

In commodltlea moat Intlmatcly In louch
wlth the people'a pockotbooka tho ratea aro
clther to be left untoticned or they will bo
elovated. Slnco tho electlon many Southern
Domoeratlc atateamen and nowapapera havo
lont thelr lnfluenco to thla ond,
Not thls yoar perhapa, but very aoon, tha

rates of duty upon bucIi American producta
Oj) need no prolectton, excopt for tha pur-
post- of enabllng the monufacturor to mulct
the consumer, will be lowered. What tho
An.erlcans are powerlcsa to do for thomaelvca
ln tholr own country the forelmera aro go¬
lng to do for them..Newport Newa Dally
Preas.

Dtnwlddle'a Roads,
Dlnwlddlo county haa voted to laaue $100..

000 In bonda for tho Improvement of her
roads. Tho vote was aomathlng llke elght to
ono. Thero were forty-nlna backnumbora
who weto puahed stlll further to the rear.
Tha people of Dlnwlddle aoem to be Juat n
llitlo moro progreaalve than those of Hcn-
rlco, who took too Ilttlo Intereat In a Blmllar
nceatlon to go to thu polla in any great
numbora, and thoao that did go voted
agalnst tho propoaltlon. Dlnwlddle haa dona
well, and It la to ba hoped that other coun¬
ties will do aa wall or better, loavlng Hen-
rlco ond a fow othora cut off from the
world..Eynohburg ATjvanco. \

School .Suiierlntendrnta. I

School supertntendenu oa a rula have been
men of atandlng and character, but many
of them hava had too llttla tralnlnr or ea-
ptrlenco In educatlonal matters,
But the State Board of Education will

have a rough road to travel In brtnglng
about the new order of thlnga. Strong local
tnfluencea will b* brought to bear tn tha se-
lectlon of strportntendents. And when It
comea to Inatnlllng a non-roaldent ln the
poaltlon of dlvlalon superlntendent we may
expect to hear thunder around tho aky.

Stlll, tho advnncement of publlc educa¬
tion and tho greatar eftlclancy of ovory
ageDcy of tho publlo achool syatnm la the
paramount conalderatlon. If thla should ro-
qulre tho lmportatton of efflctent men for
auperintendenta rather than tho appolntment
of lncfTIclent local men, there would aeam
to be nothlng else laft, But wo ahould not
care to be a member of the board whlch
haa lt to do..Harrlaonburg Dally Newa.

Tenneaaee'a Prohlbltlon.
OovernorVPatterson's veto of tha drastlo

Tennesaeo enactment agalnst tha whlskev
trafflc has been overrldden by the Legiala-
ture. Wlth the general llne of the Clover-
nor'a futllo proteat agalnat State-wlde pro¬hlbltlon we are not juat now concerned, but
on<> of hla objectlona waa fundamcntal. To
put In operation auch a aweeplng meaaura
wlthout allowlng the people to expreaa thelr
will ln tha matter la almoat to Inaure non-
er.forcement of Its provlalona..Norfolk Vlr-
ginlan-PUot.

Voice of the People
Annlii.it llond Iaauea for Itoads.

Edltor of The Tlmes-Dispatch:
Slr,.I commend to tho thoughtful

votlng publlc for a rereadlng an arttcle
ln your paper wlthin the paat few daya
upon the subject of "Good Hoada," and
tho issuance of county bonda for tho
money to "make them good" wlth, by
ex-Governor Hoge Tyler. He haa, ln
my oplnlon, a level head upon thia aub-
Ject. I agree wlth h'lm entirely. Our
roads are bad. They have alwaya been
bad, and will forever bo bad until pop¬
ulatlon thlckens and tho circumjacent
lands becomo agrlculturally rlch and
suffl#ently productlve to pay the tax
for thelr being made good. Make them
good now, and unlesa lumber wagons
should be ln some legtalatlve way con-
trolled they will be bad agaln before
one has well thought over lt. Suppose
Amelia county were to burden heraclf
wlth a bond laaue of $100,000. The
bonda will sell for leaa than face value.
The money reallzed will not be $100,-
000. That uroney will be apent in aome
aort of a /vay. It will be U8ed upon
a few favored tracts of road. The
great majority of the people will get no
benefit. Tho roada mado good (?) will
bo a few only, and not acceaalble to a
majority ot the citlzena. Croaa roada
and such aa are not prealded over uy
aome geniua of lnfluence in the coun¬
ty will recelvo not one cent of improve¬
ment, but the money will go all tho
same and re&t aa an lnoubua upon our

posterity.
A fow yeara ago a apeclal- road stat-

uto was passed for the benefit of
Amelia county. An offlce -was created,
callod the offlce of "County Surveyor."
A reglme was adopted.a new one.
Manv mules of the flneat klnd were

bought, road machlnes wero bought, a

w>rpH of handa was hired wlth a sklll-
"ed drlver to do the roads rlght. At
flrst these machlnes did somethlngupon
all the roads ln the county. In a llttle
while they droppod all except a few
maln thoroughfares.
These, under the method, and tho ln-

flux of lumber wagona, Boon became, by
plllng the soft dlrt ln the mlddle ot tho
road and runnlng the narrow wheela of
heavtly laden wagons over them as bad
as, or worse than, thoso that were aban-
doned. Now, the mulea have been sold,
the road wagons are worn out, and If
there la any method in thia oounty at
all for road repalr I do not know of
lt. I hoar that when ways become so

bad that a vehlcle cannot make, it, a

mosBage goes to somerprlvate citlzen
close by to flx that place and present
hls blll. But the offlce of "County Sur¬
veyor" remalnB; the money in taxca fot
the roadB ls atill colleoted, but it getE
away wlthout the roads being worked
upon. And so wlU go any amount ol
money that mlght be reallzed from the
sale of bonds.

I am opposed to the. laaue of bonds.
I know it will amount to nothlng bul
the impoaitlon of debt. Not ono of us

now llving will ever aee "good roads
ln my county. Rock la too scaroe fot
macadam; pine poles have almost all
been used up, lumber wagons are put
under no reatrlctlona, tho county if

thinly settled, anfl lf aold under the
hammor the amount of money rcallzee
would not bulld such roads as are it:
tho contomplatlon of the nowspapen
and automoblle rlders.

p JACKg0N.
Jeteravllle, February 6,

The Jnpimese (lucatlon.
Edltor of The Times-DIspatch:
Slr,.Federallsm, whloh was lald ln

the duat by Jefforson ln 1800, seenu
to be expeiienclng a llvely reorudes-
cenoo ln these days. Not only la the
prlnclple* of the lnfamous allen anc
sedltion la.ws being now lnvoked lr,
order to dostroy the Uberty of the
press, but the oonatlttltlonal rlghts ol
tho States aro being menaced oy the
jparty ln power. It behooves all pa-

trlotH, all who lovo the Conatltutlon mgiven to ua by tho wladotn, geniusand patrlotlam of Woahlngton. Frank-]..nn.a.n!! ^.a4!80n' l? »,? "P and atrenu-ously llglit tho oantraltaors, who wouldreduco tho Statea to tho atatus ofmoro countlea and mako the govern¬ment of tho Unlted Btatoa a buroau- -

pratio despotlsm, wlth the Prealdent \tstho head bureaucrat and autocrat. Thathoughtful hlstorlan of tho futttre willmark tho prcsldoncy of Roosevelt asi.i°. b,nK|n,n'"« of tho end of tho con-stitutlonal form of govornmont givento tis by tho fathers of tho republlc.Mr. Rooaovolfs tltle should be thoautocrat of all the Amorlcans. Hlsc.jioNHitl ogotlam and undlagulsod lovoof power would no doubt bo immonao-ly oiiliaticod by auch a tltle. Mr. Root'npeisltlon towarda tho Conatltutlon lsnot aurprls ng, in view of hla avowedlrU^fi.*" lAle ,toa,°lilnga of AlexanderHfimllton, that "defeated champlon ,of
a llmited monarchy." jMr. Jofferson's rlght to tho gratlttidoof postorlty and to tho tltle of thoapostlo of frecdom Is not due aolely
;2 ~ f.act thttt n0 wa8 lh0 author ofthe Doolaratlon of Indepondenco, thataudaclous trumpet note of freedomthat rnng round the world, nor to hlsbelng the author of tho Virglnla atat-uto of rellgloua freedom, tha flrst legaienaotmont of Its klml In tho world, norto hls belng tho author of the LouIbI-una purchnao, but rnainly becauae, butfor hls gutilus, courage and patrlotlam,ilamllton and tho roat of tlie Fedoral-lats would have establlshed ln thosounlted States a llmited monarohy, rost-ing for lts support upon the meanest,the most Immoral, cowardly and brutaltorru of ollgarchy known to humansoclety.a plutocrnoy auch as ruloa thlacountry to-day.
Mr. Root'a critlclam of the attltudeof tho State of Callfornla towarda theJapaneso reata practloally upon thopostulato that any treaty madu by tho1'oderal govornment, wlth a forolgnpower la paramount to any onactmentof the Leglalature of that State.marl'

you, not towarda the Japaneso natlon
aa a foreign natlon, but towarda thoJapaneso who may be domoatlcatedwithin tho llmlta of Callfornla. ThoSupreme Court of the Unltod Stateshas ropoatedly aald that tho Conatltu¬tlon, aa far as tho Fodoral govornmentI« concerned, la an lnstrument of grantwhlle, as far aa tho States aro con¬cerned, lt 1b ap lnstrument of liml-tatlon. In othor worda, the Federal
government la a government of delc-
gated powors only, whlle all poweranot delegated to the Federal govern¬ment are reserved to tho States.
Tho Federal government ls supremeonly within ita delegated powers, whlluthe States aro supreme within thelr

reserved powers. Thore i. a Rublcon
separatlng tho two whlch no one. he
ho Presldont or prlvate cltlzen, dnres
crosa. Any olllclal vlolatlng thls sa-
cred boundary should bo Inatantly Im-
peached.
No moro sanctlty or valldlty attaohea

to a treaty made by tho Fodoral gov¬
ernment wlth a foreign power than
doea to a law paaaed by Congress. Any
law paaaed by Congreaa ln vlolatlon of
the Conatltutlon of the Unlted States
ia null and vold, and many lawa have
been so declared by tho courta, and
llkowlae any treaty made by the Fed¬
eral govornment whloh vlolatea any of
the reserved rights of tho SUtea thoro-
by vlolatos the Conatltutlon, and Is
equally null and vold.
Now, what powera have theNConsti-

tutlon given to the Federal govern¬
ment wlth rolatlon to foreign natlona?
Only that of exclualve control over
our foreign relatlons, per ae. For In-
stance, tho Federal government has the
e^xclualve power of regulatlng the lni-
port of mcrcliandlse from Japan to
Callfornla, and the Leglalature of that
Htate cannot Intermcddle wlth It. But
whon Japanese goods have been lm-
ported into Callfornla, and have be-
comc intermlngled wlth other peraonal
property aituato in that State, tho
Leglalature of that State has exclualve
control over and regulatlon of that
mcrchandlse, and tho Fcdoral govern¬
ment cannot Intermcddle wlth lt. The
Federal government has exclualve con¬
trol over the entry* of Japaneae into
Callfornla. but when they have once
entered that State und become rcsl-
dents or quasi-citlzens thereof, then
Federnl control ceasea, and the
soverelgn Stale of Callfornla haa ex-
cluslve and supreme control over them.
She' can regulate their atatus aa long
as they resldo within that State to
sult heraelf. Callfornla, and Callfornla
alone, has the constltutlonal rlght to
say whether the Japaneae may or may
not enter her puhlic schools. Neither
tho Prealdent of the Unlted States nor
the whole Federal government has any
more to do wlth the queatlon of how
Callfornla ahall deal wlth the admit-
tanco of the Japaneso to her publlc
achoola than the Emlr of Tlmbuotoo,
the Ahkoond of Swat or the Begum of
Bhopal.
When Mr. RooBevelt threatened to

uae the army nnd navy of tho Unltod
States against the State of Callfornla,
when that State Inslsted upon estab-
llahlng aeparate 8clioola for tho whltes
and the 'Japaneae, he ahould have been

Sromptly impoached. The State of
allfornla ahould have dared hlm thus

to rapo the Constltutlon of the Unlted
States, and ln ao dolng that Stato
would have been aupported by all loyal\
and llberty-loving persons in tho \
Unltod States.

lf any Japancso rosldlng ln Callfor¬
nla ahould commlt murder, burglary.
arson or any othor common law or
statutory crlme, ho would bo trled for
lt by the courta of Callfornla, and tho
Federal courta would bo wholly with¬
out Jurledlotlon ln tho mattar. Mr.
Root says that no Stato can paaa any
discrlminatory law ln regard to allens
resldent within her bordera, for tho
reason that such leglalatlon ls tnhlh-
Itcd by tho Conatltutlon of the Unlted
States. The only provlslon of that
Constltutlon wlth reference to State
Leglslatlon affeotlng cltlzenship ls that
contalned In tho fourteenth amend-
ment. That amendment says that "no
Stato ahall mako or enforco any law
whioh ahall abrldge the prlvilegea or
lmmunltlea of cltizena of the Unlted
Statea." Thls limltatlon upon the
powers of State leglslatlon relatea only
to cltizena of tho Unlted States, and
does not and cannot relato to allens.
Allens do not have the statua of oltl-
aens of a country. Unless a Japaneso
ls a citlzen by birth within the Unlted
States or becomes a naturallzed cltlzen
thereof, he can claim no proteotton
under tho fourteenth amendmont. ,Cltl-
zonshlp In a Stato-la a glft of .that
State, and the status of allens within
her bordtys is ono of favor and grace
from that State, and not of legal rlght.
About twenty years ago a number

of Itallans were lynched by a mob in
Louislana, and yet James G. Blaine,
who was then Secretary of State ln
Presldent Harriaon's Cablnet, inform-
ed the Itallan government that the
government of the Unlted States could
do nothlng ln the matter, but that the
State of Loulaiana alone had jurledlo¬
tlon to punlah the murderers. Whon
tho convention met ln the Stato of
Virglnla to conslder the questlon of
the adoptlon of tho then proposea Con¬
stltutlon of the Unlted Statos, patrlck
Henry vigorously opposed lts adop¬
tlon, assertlng that a Federal govorn¬
ment, armed with such powers as those
given by the proposetl Constltutlon,
would lnovltably destroy the State gov-
ornments, and rosult sooner or lator
in the establlshmont of a centralized
despotlsm.
Madlson and Marshall, who were

dolegatos wlth Henry in the convon-
tion, strenuously malntalned that hls
direful prodictlons were not justlfloil
by anythlng in the proposod Constl¬
tutlon. Could Patrlck Henry have
lived untll our day, he would have
soon a fulfilment of hla gloomlest fore-
bodlngs ln tho Immoral and treaaon-
ablo suggestlon tjf Roosevelt and Root
that the judges of the Fodoral oourts
should, by a construotlon of tho Con¬
stltutlon, which they knew was un-
warranted, extend and enlarge tho1
powors of the Federal government, and
thereby, in effect, perjure themselves.

CORNHLIUS H. FAUNTLEROY.
St, Louis, Fobruary 5.
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